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This approach can allow you to support causes you care
about — whether it's renewable energy, board diversity or
ethical labor practices — while pursuing financial returns.
But before you overhaul your portfolio, it is critical to weigh
the benefits against the potential drawbacks. Is aligning your
money with your morals always the smart financial play?

THE CASE FOR VALUES-BASED INVESTING

For proponents, this strategy can offer a “double bottom line”
— financial profit and social impact — such as investing in
companies that prioritize sustainability, ethical labor practices
and environmental impact over short-term profit maximization.

« Alignment With Personal Beliefs: The most immediate
benefit is knowing your savings are not funding industries
you may oppose, such as tobacco, weapons manufacturing
or fossil fuels.

« Enhanced Risk Management: Companies with strong ESG
practices often demonstrate better long-term resilience.
By prioritizing ethical governance and environmental
stewardship, these firms may avoid costly regulatory fines,
lawsuits and public scandals that could harm stock prices.

* Potential for Competitive Returns: The myth that
ethical investing guarantees lower returns is fading.
Many ESG funds have performed competitively against
traditional indexes, particularly as the global economy
shifts toward sustainability.'

ESG funds carry higher expense ratios than standard
index funds. Even small fee increases can eat into your
retirement nest egg.

« The “Greenwashing” Risk: Not every fund labeled
“sustainable” lives up to the hype. Some companies and
funds exaggerate their eco-friendly credentials to attract
capital in a practice known as greenwashing. Investors
must look under the hood to ensure the holdings match
the marketing.

« Limited Diversification: By excluding entire sectors, you
inherently reduce your portfolio’s diversification. During
periods where traditional energy stocks surge, an ESG-
heavy portfolio might lag behind the broader market.

FINDING YOUR BALANCE

Values-based investing offers a powerful tool for making a
positive impact, but it requires diligence. The key is balance.

Please note: Your investment adviser representative may not
create or market advisor-managed ESG models because if
they use Funds of Funds (FoF’s) or other third-party pooled
investments, they may not be able to accommodate your

ESG preferences.
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Backyard games are about more than play. They create joy, connection and memories for all ages.
Give these simple ideas a try, and start a tradition of outdoor fun with your family.

This material is infended to provide general information fo help you understand basic financial planning strategies and should not be construed as financial advice. All investments are subject to risk including the

potential foss of principal, No investment strategy can guarantee a profit or protect against loss in periods of declining values. Any references fo quarantees or ifetime income generally refer fo fixed insurance

products, never securities or investment products, Insurance and annuity product guarantees are backed by the financial strength and claims-paying abilify of the isst ompany. The information
contained in this material is believed fo be reliable, but accuracy and completeness cannof be guaranteed; it is nof intended to be used as the sole basis for financial decisions, 1/26-5079651
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infusion unit—the same place where he had once been a patient. Years later, he worked
alongside the very oncologist who had treated him.

When patients sat across from him, they saw more than a nurse. They saw someone whe
strength, and hope in uncertain moments. The gratitude he received, in quiet words and hear

Dan's story reminds us that life’s hardest chapters can become the foundation for something

Ifyou’re at a crossroads —censidering a new journey or long-delayed dream—remember: it's






